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Th MAILING DA IE of this communication appears on the cover she t with the correspondenc address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time maybe available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )[2 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 07 March 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) I3 Claim(s) 9-24 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 11-24 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) I3 Claim(s) 9 and 10 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) E3 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

1) [3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-4 13) Paper No(s). . 

2) D Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

3) ^ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s) 2. 6) □ Other: 



U.S, Patent and Trademark Office " — — _ . 

PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01 ) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No. 6 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1. Applicant's election with traverse of Species I in Paper No. 5 is acknowledged. 
Applicant's traverse of the requirement for election of species is noted, asserting that there is no 
serious burden on the examiner to examine all claims. The traverse has been carefully 
considered, but is not persuasive because the reasons proffered do not appear germane to the 
propriety of a requirement for election of species. The sections of the manual cited relate to 
restriction, not a requirement for election of species, which is clearly covered in section 
808.01(a). Once the claims are determined to be directed to mutually patentable inventions and 
the Office requires an election of species, a persuasive traverse is an admission on the record that 
applicant does not find the claimed species are patentable, one over the other. Having not done 
so, the reasons presented are not persuasive. Applicant is not entitled to examination of multiple 
independent inventions in one application. Moreover, examination of the independent inventions 
herein would clearly present a burden because the searches will not be coextensive. 
Accordingly, the requirement is repeated and made final. Non-elected Species will be combined 
if applicant will stipulate that they are obvious over each other. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 
NOTE: applicant canceled claims 1-8 in the preliminary amendment filed on 1/23/01. 
Since applicant canceled claims 1-8 as noted above, claims 9-10 will be examined. 

Specification 

2. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 
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3. Applicant is reminded of the proper content of an abstract of the disclosure. 

A patent abstract is a concise statement of the technical disclosure of the patent and 
should include that which is new in the art to which the invention pertains. If the patent is of a 
basic nature, the entire technical disclosure may be new in the art, and the abstract should be 
directed to the entire disclosure. If the patent is in the nature of an improvement in an old 
apparatus, process, product, or composition, the abstract should include the technical disclosure 
of the improvement. In certain patents, particularly those for compounds and compositions, 
wherein the process for making and/or the use thereof are not obvious, the abstract should set 
forth a process for making and/or use thereof. If the new technical disclosure involves 
modifications or alternatives, the abstract should mention by way of example the preferred 
modification or alternative. 

The abstract should not refer to purported merits or speculative applications of the 
invention and should not compare the invention with the prior art. 

Where applicable, the abstract should include the following: 

(1) if a machine or apparatus, its organization and operation; 

(2) if an article, its method of making; 

(3) if a chemical compound, its identity and use; 

(4) if a mixture, its ingredients; 

(5) if a process, the steps. 

Extensive mechanical and design details of apparatus should not be given. 

4. Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single paragraph on a 
separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that the abstract not exceed 
150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract on the computer tape used by the 
printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology often used in patent claims, such as "means" 
and "said," should be avoided. The abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist 
readers in deciding whether there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information given in the 
title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The disclosure concerns," 
"The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure describes," etc. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 9-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Rothenberger (US 5,462,440) in view of Boyd et al (US 5,139,427), and further in view of 

Kinsman (US 5,696,033). 

Rothenberger discloses forming two insulating elastic films (4) having through holes 

(where 2 and 3 reside) corresponding to each other, forming a structure (2 and 3) consisting of 

many cuts linked to each other (Fig. 3), Fig. 6 shows bending the contacts (2 and 3) above and 

below films (4), and the contacts are severed from one another through the sheet and bent as 

shown in Fig. 6. 

Rothenberger fails to disclose laying the structure between two films and punching 
through the sheet and bending the structure by punching. 

Boyd discloses laying the structure between two films (40 and 42). 

Kinsman discloses punching through the sheet and bending the structure by punching 
(Fig. 4B). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Rothenberger by laying the structure between two films, as taught by Boyd, 
for the purpose of eliminating an expensive molding machine to form films. 

Further, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Rothenberger by punching through the sheet and bending the 
structure by punching, as taught by Kinsman, for the purpose of providing clean cut metal pieces 
without requiring harsh chemicals or deburring. 
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Conclusion 



7. Please provide reference numerals to all the claimed limitations as well as support in 
the disclosure for better clarity. Applicants are duly reminded that a full and proper 
response to this Office Action that includes any amendment to the claims and specification 
of the application as originally filed requires that the applicant point out the support for 
any amendment made to the disclosure, including the claims. See 37 CFR 1.111 and MPEP 
2163.06. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rick K. Chang whose telephone number is (703) 308-4784. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 5:30 AM to 1 :30 PM, Monday through Friday, except for 
maxi-flex day off (any one of working days). 

The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned are (703) 872-9302 for regular communications and (703) 872-9303 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 148. 




RC 

May 13, 2003 



